XXIX
DEAD FED TO THE DOGS

THE next radical change in my life was in-
directly due to the Washington Conference,
which strengthened the hands of the Soviet Govern-
ment to such an extent that they were able to annex
without much ado the territories north of Mongolia
which were up till then known as the Far Eastern
Republic. These territories included Troiskosavsk,
and as the inauguration of Russian rule meant the
abolition of private enterprise., my chances of earning
a living were considerably diminished, and I was
forced to seek fresh fields and pastures new, I decided
to return to Mongolia, where conditions had mean-
while considerably improved, with a National Govern-
ment in power and law and order re-established after
the upheavals caused by Ungern-Sternberg. In
addition, my path was made easy by the fact that my
father-in-law owned a fur business in a Mongolian
village named Belchk, some seventy-five miles from
Troiskosavsk, and so, accompanied by the blessings
of my newly-acquired family, I made my way thither.
My wife was to follow me when I had made good in
Belchir.

Belchir,   though   situated   in   Mongolia,   was   a
Russian settlement from the time of the first Tsarist